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“PLAY IT
AGAIN
SAM”

lthough its been nearly 50 years since the (Jungm
Amateur was last played at the C ountry Club of
Columbus, the Donald Ross-designed layout is a
familiar one to most of the states lnp amateur players,

Geargias best plavers have competed in the
annual Southeastern Amateur, which is played
here the seme week as the .8, Open and annually
attracts a strong field of primarily college gollers

from around the Southeast. The Countey Club of

Columbus also hosted the Georgia Mid-Amateur
Championship two years ago, with some frequent
conlenders for the Georgia Amateur among the
top finishers in thal evenl,

The annual Fred Hasking Four-Ball event also
played here features the top mid-amateurs from
arciand the state, with that group needing all the

experience they have gathered over the years to
bold ooff the challenge of the states wop collegians,
who have won the tournament four of the last
five years,

This years Georgla Amateur championship is
scheduled for July 9-12, just three weeks after the
Southeastern Amuteur. Those who compete in
both events will not he facing a much different
course, although the rough will have a few more
weeks o mature, which will make the problem
of solving Rossks subtly challenging lavout a lirle
more demanding,
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At just over 6,300 yards from the back tees. Country Club of a5 possible to the one envisioned by Ross when he reworked and

Columbus is on the short side by madern standards, but is in line expanded what had been a 12-hole course into a full 13-hole layoul.
with some of the recent courses to host the Georgia Amateur, Among the more prominent changes to the course was the addi-
including Macon’s Idle Hour and The Savannah Golf Club, tion of collection ereas bordering several of the greens. Although

Country Club of Calumbus plays ta a par of 71, with just three par
55, two of which are among the first four holes.

There was some consideration given 1o making the course play
to a par of 70, but the short par-5 17th will be played as is, provid-
ing an excellent scoring opportunity for someone lo pick up a shot
or two on par at the end of the round.

Layne Williams, the GSG A% senior
director of Rules and Competitions,
says he will use the full length of the
course, including all three holes
that are distinct from the rest of the
comarse from a yardage standpaint.

Holes & and 15 are a pair of tour-
length par 45, listed at 449 and 468
yards on the CCC scarecard, with
the fifth a very healthy par 3 at
243 yards from the back tee,

(Other than those three, how-
ever, length is not a concern on
the Ross-designed layout, which
first hosted the Geargla Amatenr 5
in 1925, just the cighth time the i
event was held, There is only one K-
other par 4 of over 400 yards, and it : — :
barely exceeds that total, with the next = ¥ L E ey
longest par 3 just 182, The two early par -
55 will be within reach for the longer hitters,
but both are tough greens 1o hold, with the lack of size
to the putting surfaces among the hallmarks of the
Country Club of Columbus, The course was renovated
in 2003 with the intent to return the design as close

Ross did not include them with his original designs,
they were a staple of many of his creations, most
notably Pinchurst. Because of the undersized put-
ting surfaces, a quality short gune is a necessity.
Even with a wedge or shiort iron approach shot inta
a majority of the holes, a variety of chips, pitches
and putts from the collection areas will be required,
and those who limit the number of inevitable bogeys
will find themselves among the leaders.
Brian Stubbs, the head golf professional
at Country Club of Columbus, believes the
farmilinrity most of the stete’s op players
have with the course will result in some
relatively low scores, but maybe not as
low as some might think.
“When you loak at the card, you think
you should shoot a 65, Stubbs says, “You
can shoot a 85 out here. There are a lol of
opportunities becanse of the number of
short irons. You can make a lot of birdies,
but you're also going to make some bogeys.
We don't have many Faldo-like rounds out
here?
As you would expect from a traditional -style
course that measures only around 6,500 yards,
| Country Club of Columbus 15 reasonably tight
off the tee, bt is a little more forgiving than it |
was prior to the renovation of 2003.
Stubbs says about 350 trees were removed,
marny of which had encroached toa closely an
the lines of play. They also caused turf prob-
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lems, and Stubbs said the removal has been roundly praised by the
members as “the best thing we ever did”

There are still plenty of trees remaining that will impact play, begin-
ning with the first hole, where the aption exists of taking it over the trees
on the dogleg left in hapes of reaching the par 5 in two. The unexpected
lass of @ tree on the par-4 13th has alterad the hole
somewhat, with a new tree planted to replace
it nwar the corner of the dogleg right, along
with the addition of some hummocks (small
mounds) to create slightly uneven lies.

Many of the fairways at CCC have o decent
amaount of slope, with longer hitters able 1o s
utilize some for added distance, along with the possibiliry i,
of facing a downhill lie. Only a handful of holes, most nota-
bly the downhill, par-3 cighth and short, uphill par-4
12th, offer much in the way of elevation changes, but
a number of athers have enough movement to make
club selection an occasional concern.

With a pair of par 55 and a short par 4
among the four opening hales, Country Club of
Columbus presents an opportunity to get off to
a fast start, at least until you reach 5 and 6, the
toughest back-to-back duo on the course. The
main concern early in the round is not poing left,
a5 the carly holes after the first arc bordered by thick
tree lines and OB stakes tight to that side.

The mastly benign nature of the apening holes chang
s markedly once you reach the tee on the long, par-3 fifth,
with an imposing bunker just off the right edge of the green,
which is perched above it. P

The other par 3 on the front nine, the downhill eighth, is ~ /
considerably shorter and friendlier, but one of the testier /
pulling surfaces on the course will keep the number of I
birdies o a modest level.

Both the eighth and ninth holes have been turned

English
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around since the course was originally constructed. Instead of finish-
ing with a slightly downhill par 4 and wphill par 3, the front nine now
concludes with a downhill par 3 and a narrow, slightly uphill par 4,
with the greens and tees on both holes reversed. The ninth is now one
of' 2 handful of holes where the primary trouble off the tee is along the
right side.
The back nine begins with what the members refer to as "Oh Man
Corner,” a play on Augusta Nationals "Amen Corner” The three holes
torm a triangle that comes back to the clubhouse and all are short but
tricky par 4s offering extremely different sets of challenges.
Like the first hole, the back tees on the 10th cccupy a corner
of the clubs practice putting green, which malees for an inter-
esting start no matter which nine you begin from in the
opening two rounds. Players can choose to lay up
to the crest of a hill or bomb it to the lower level
of the firway, which leaves a short, uphill
second to an elevated green with little depth
and four surrounding bunkers,

The 11th is the most photogenic hole an
the course, with a rock wall pond extend-
ing all the way across the front of the
green and a thicket of trees and boundary
fence just behind one of the tiniest putting

surfaces you'll encounter. The green slopes
back: to front, and any shot that comes up
short with spin will likely wind up in the pond.
The downhill, 315-yard hole will vield plenty of
birdies, but will also produce more double bogeys
and the dreaded "others” than any hole on the course,
The 12th is the same yardage as 11, but plays uphill
with a fairway that has a considerable amount of slope.
The green site has been moved more than once, with its
current location on 2 hill that makes for a very demanding
putting surface with a sizeable ridge through its midedle and
a tiny back shelf above it
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The long (468 vards) 15th provides the anly zerious concern
coming in, with the 17th just eight yards longer but playing as a
par 5. A narrow tee shot constitutes the main problem on the hole,
which should yield plenty of birdies and a few eagles.

With its averall absence of length, Country Club of Columbus
sheuld offer a chance for the state’s top mid-amateur players to
make a run at the college standouts who have held the upper hand
in the Georpia Amatenr in recent yeas.

Leading the way among the mid-ams is Dalton's David Noll
Ir., who won the GSGAS championship event in 2003 at Pinetree
Country Club in Kennesaw and has finished no lower than sixth
the last [our years, including a runner-up finish in 2005 and a close
third last year at Idle Houwr. Noll won the Georgia Mid-Amateur at
COC in 2007 with a 4-under total for 54 holes, but since his win gt
Pinetree, only one other mid-amateur player has been able to take
homne the states Lop title,

Augusras Jeff Knox has made a number of serious challenges for
a Georgla Anateur victory, finishing second in both 2006 and 07
and placing fourth last year. Knox, who lost in a playoff in 1998,
had come close in other GSGA events before winning the Mid
Amateur last year and has been a fixture on the leader board in the
Greorgia Amatenr since 2003 with five finishes of sixth or better.
He comes into the tournament off an impressive repeat win in the
recent Georgia Mid-Am.

Mark Strickland of Woodstock tied for second at Ansley Golf
Club-Settindown Creek in Roswell in 2007, and tied for 11th in the
Georgia Amuteur in both 2006 and '08. In recent vears, Strickland
has won bath the Mid- Amateur and Atlanta Amatewr Match
Play Championship, as well as teaming for a win in the Four-Ball
Championship.

Dave Womack of McDonough, the 2006 US. Mid-Amateur
champion, has four top 10s in the Georgia Amateur since 2000, bt
has never been in real position to win the tournament since West
Lake Country Club in Augusta almost a decade ago.

Jeff Belk of Mariclia and Robert Sheats of Atlanta both came
close at Settindown Creel two years ago, und followed with solid
showings last year ar Idle Hour
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Rill Brown of Dublin is the last mud-amateur to win the champi-
onship, playing an outstanding final round at Coosa Country Club
in 2008, but after four top-10s in a six-vear span from 2002-07, he
struggled ar Tdle Houwr last year,

Brown plaved on the golf team ar Georgia, and his victory three
years ago in Rome kept alive a streak of victories in the Georgia
Amatenar by current or former Bulldogs,

That number has reached five in a row, with current tour player
Dravid Denhum of Tiflen getting things started with a win at
Athens Country Club in 2004, Brien Hurman, who recently com-
pleted his college career in Athens, won in his hometown at The
Savannah Golf Club in 2005, with teammates Harris English and
Russell Henley winning the Georgia Amateur back-to-back the last
two years,

English, a Thomasville resident and a rising junior at Georgia,
held off a large group of mid-amateur challengers to win ot
Settindown Creek in 2007, with Henley becoming the first player
to win on his home course in several decades last vear, edging our
English and Noll in a tense duel at Macos Idle Hour Club,

Henley, English and Nell finished 1-2-3 last year, and enter this
year's Georgia Asmateur as the most likely players o emenge with a
victory. However, 15 different players have won the last 15 Georgia
Amateurs, with Knox the leading contender 1o make it 16 of 16,

Carter Mize, a member et the Couniry Club of Columbus, is the
last player to win back-to-hack titles, following his 1993 victory at
The Golf Club of Geergia in Alpharetta with anather the next year
at The Savannah Goll Club,

Ilize will not be able to play in this years championship because
of complications from shoulder surgery, but two standour Columbus
pedbers are exemipt into the Geld - Coson Hammodck and Tra Dykes.
Hammuock advanced to the semifinals of the 2008 U5, Amateur
Public Links Championship and finished fourth in last year's
Georgia Public Links. Diyles won the 1998 Georgia Mid-Amateur at
the Country Club of Columbus and is the current club champion,

e likely tournument challenger [alls in between the college
players and the mid-am contingent. Jay Moseley of Bainbridge,
who completed his college career ar Auburn last year, has heen a
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presence amony the Georgia Amateur leaders, notching top-10 fin
ishes three of the last four years, including a tie for sixth last year.

Mize says his home course does not favor a particular style
of player, but is vulnerable “to any type player wha hits the ball
straight.” Length off the tee 1s always an asset, Mize points out, but
even those who don't bamb it off the ree will have o number of
short iron approaches,

“The greens are small in comparison to most and there are
certain holes where you have to be cautious of where you hil vour
approach. There are some false fronts and the greens still have char
acter and are pretty subtle”

Mize believes the Country Club of Columbus “lends itself 1o the
more seasoued players,” bul because of the amount of competition
the top college players ger, it will be tough for the mid-amateurs to
preval against them.

This will be the fowrth time the Country Club of Columbus
has hosted the Georgia Amateur, the first since 1960, That year’s
tourmmnent was Lhe first held in a stroke play format, with future
Masters champion Tonuny Aaron winning the champicnship, Billy
Key, a Columbus resident and CCC member, was the runner-up.

Aaron’s winning total was 271, with that score holding up as the
lowest 72-hale mark in tournement history until Henley shot 270
on the par-70 Idle Hour layout last year.

Country Club of Columbus celelrates its 100th anniversary this
vear. The clubs golf cowrse vriginally consisted of nine hales and
was soun increased ro 12, In the early 19205, Ross was hired to
renovate and expand the layout to a full 18 holes, and the work was
completed in time for the cub to host the 1925 Georgia Amateur.

The course, which has undergone several other alterations over
the years, received severe damage during a 1953 tornado. Almost
a half century later, club officials decided to use the ariginal archi
tectural drawings of Ross to restore as much of his imprint on the

conrse as possible,

The (lith) of e il e
reen slopes oo
aCk to front replacing the greens surfaces,

and any shot which Srubbs described as %

that comes

up short

muth spm

little bit of everything” before
Lh.E' Il IU'I.'ilLi{II[I.
A few hack rees were
installed, adding about 100
vards 1o the scorecard, with
the ninth tee moved back and
TVH the green shifted toweard the
HELLRTL tee, keeping the varduge for the
d TL_'I_,_ l tery 18y hnlf‘! about the same,
L4 i “Thie course was out of
| the rotation for a while, and
et we're excited to he back on the
state goll scene,’ Stubbs said.
"Hosting the state Amateur means a lot. Tts the crown jewel of ama-
teur polf in Georgia” @

hilke Blum it & freelance wrteracitnr i foguent consrtunor o Golf Geargia.
Piarer pholuraphy by Rab Marre,

GSGA Members...

et Imked"’ to your va!uabfe member benef ts!

sports and golf rtourmnaments

and competitions assistance and industry support.

121 Village Fariway, Building 3
Marfetma, Ceangia 30067
wwa.gsga.ong « infofgega.nng

When you signed up for a USGA Hendicap Index at your club, you became a mem-
ber of the Georgia State Golf Assoclation and are entitled o the following benefits:

* GSGA Handicap Service - Revision updates twice a manth at your club
and via e-mail,"pest where you play” and internet score pusting options

GIOTGIA STATL COLF ASSOCIATIGN  T70-055-4272 + BO0-045-4742 + Fax 770-955-1156
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' Golf Georgia Magazine - Award-winning publication delivered bi-monthly to vour home

* G5GA Competitions - Ellgibility for G5GA-conducted competitions for men, women, juniors and seniors

+ G5GA Awards Program - Recognition for Hales-In-One, Club Champions and Most Improved Golfers

- www.gsga.org - Handicap look-up, USGA Course Ratings and Slope Ratings, news, deals, social networking and mora

* G5GA RewardLinks - Members-only spacials, rewards and discounts for various events, including professional

+ G5GA Birdies & Bargains - A special anline shapping discount program just for GSGA members

All gulfers in Georgia also benefit from the services GSGA provides to its Member Clubs, including course measuring and rating, rules

For more informatian on your G5GA Member Benefits, visit www.gsga.org or e-mall Infa®gsga.org.

Have golfing buddies who could also benefit
““from GS5GA mErnberls:hip? Invite them to

join online at WWW.gsda.org.




